Cheap Mexican Labor 


Back in about 1926 John Nance Garner, then but a Texas Congressman, 

testified before the Bouse of Representatives Immigration Committee. 

Under consideration was a bill introduced by Congressman Box, Martin 

Dies* predecessor. Garner’s interest was in removing restrictions 
> * 
against the seasonal importation of Mexicans to do work he di scribed 

atl'the filthiest and hardest in Texas fields. At the time Mexicans were 

required to pay a fee for entrance into the United States. Garner’s 

testimony, strangely enough, has never been used against him. This 

is strange because it is completely self-condemnatory. After saying that 

the Mexicans do the work others wont do-that’s how bad the work is- 

for next to nothing, he describes the miserable conditions under which 

they are willing to live. They are fine people, ^awtidJLa^^bsolut ely 

no trouble, who take the sheriff's word as law, regardless what the 

sheriff says. The only ti me they ever make any trouble, said Garner, 

% 

is when they become "Americanized". 

Gamer, a bi^ farmer, wasn’t speaking only for himself. All the big 
farmers and agricultural corporations have for years sought such cheap 
foreign labor. That was the beginning of the agricultural trouble in 
California. 

Now the whole business is being started all over again. There are efforts 
now being made by large financial interests to arrange with Mexico for 
the free and easy crossing of our border by our respective citizens. Ead 
the been allowed years ago the only unemployment caused among Americans 



would hare hit itinerants and the South’s "poor white trash", faap workers. 
Today, howpver, the eos.secuen.ees will be greater. These people will 
be attracted to industrial labors, where pay will be higher, but m uch 
lower than native Americans would be paid. Off and on over a period of 
years there have been protests against the exploitation o f Mexican laborers 
temporarily in the IB by large eoppo rations in projects such as damjjaad 
other large jobs. While I was with the La Follette the committee many 
complaints of this mature were received. 

There are many photographs of the pitiable plight of Mexicans now 
living in the IB available free. The Farm Security Administration gas 
some fine ones I hove seen and can get. In some cities, where they 
h ve teen forced to settle, these poor people live in shocks thfct 
beggar Steinbeck’s descriptions. San Antonio, Texas, has such a 
colony, where he 1th standards have run so low they threaten the 
whole community. 

Once big business succeeds in obtaining limitless supplies of such 
cheap labor as the unfortunate Mexicans can provide there seams to be 
nothing to prevent their employment on projects under the "national 
defense” program. 



